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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claims 1-20 are objected to because of the following informalities: the claims of the 
"Electronic Application" contain formatting errors (i.e., spacing between words), as well as a 



number of grammatical errors. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5, 9-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 5,941,615 to Ito et al. ("Ito" hereinafter). Referring to claim 1, Ito discloses a 
computer case (11) accommodating a host computer, the host computer inherently comprising at 
least one slot for installing input/output devices, wherein an data system is installed in a space 
(S) having at least one slot (see col. 1. lines 29-31), the computer case comprising a sliding 
mechanism (not numbered), a sliding panel (12) coupled to the computer case (11) through the 
sliding mechanism such that the sliding panel may sliding (sic) relative to the computer case 
between a first terminal position (see Fig. 5 A) and a second terminal position (see Fig. 5D) such 
that the data system may be substantially enclosed inside the computer case when the sliding 
panel is at the first terminal position and a front panel (not shown) of the data system is exposed 
from the computer case to inherently facilitate a tray (not shown) of the data system fi*om 
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moving in and out of the data system when the sliding panel is at the second terminal position, 
and a driving device (14) mounted between the computer case and the sliding panel for moving 
the sliding panel relative to the computer case. See "Background of the Invention" and Figs. 1, 5 
and 7. 

Ito does not specifically disclose the host computer having at least a plurality of slots for 
installing input/output devices. It is well known, however, that a mere duplication of the 
essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art (see MPEP 2144.04; In 
re Harza, 274 F.2d 669, 124 USPQ 378 CCPA I960)). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include a plurality of slots, so that a 
user can access more that one data-reading device in system. 

Furthermore, although Ito does not specifically disclose an optical system in one of the 
slots, it is notoriously old and well knovra in the art of computer systems to utilize an optical 
system, e.g., CD-ROM, as an input/output device. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to utilize an optical system, e.g., CD-ROM, as 
an input/output device in the computer case of Ito, since the optical system would allow a user to 
utilize the latest software packages. 

Referring to claim 2, Ito discloses the computer case as claimed, wherein the sliding 
mechanism linking the sliding panel (12) with the computer case (11) comprises a sliding groove 
(12b) and a sliding element (41/43) that the sliding element (41/43) is inserted into the sliding 
groove (12b), wherein the sliding groove (12b) is formed on the computer case (11) and the 
sliding element (41/43) is attached to the sliding panel (12). See Fig. 5A, col. 10, lines 1-5. 
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Referring to claim 3, Ito discloses the computer case as claimed, except for the sliding 
groove formed on the sliding panel and the sliding element is attached to the computer case. It is 
well known, however, to reverse working parts where needed (see MPEP 2144.04; In re Gazda, 
219 F.2d 449, 104 USPQ 400 (CCPA 1955)), It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to form a sliding groove on the sliding panel 
and to attach the sliding element to the computer case of Ito, since providing the sliding groove 
on the panel would allow for easy maintenance of the groove without having to remove it from 
the computer case. 

Referring to claim 4, Ito discloses the computer case as claimed, wherein the driving 
device (14) comprises an electric motor (29) with a gear wheel (22) that meshes with a rack (17) 
with gear teeth (17b) lining a surface of the rack, wherein the electric motor (29) is attached to 
the computer case (11) and the rack (17) is attached to the sliding panel (2), i.e., via shaft 26, 

Referring to claim 5, Ito discloses the computer case as claimed, except for the electric 
motor attached to the sliding panel and the rack attached to the computer case. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to attach 
electric motor to the sliding panel and attach the rack to the computer case, since it has been held 
that reversal of parts of an invention involves only routine skill in the art (see MPEP 2144.04; In 
re Gazda, 219 F.2d 449, 104 USPQ 400 (CCPA 1955)). 

Referring to claim 9, Ito discloses the computer case as claimed, further comprising a 
control mechanism (38b) for controlling movements of the sliding panel (12) and the tray (not 
shown) of the optical system. See col. 6, lines 5-9. 
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Referring to claims 10 and 11, Ito discloses the computer case as claimed. Although Ito 
does not specifically teach the movement of the tray of optical system, wherein the tray is moved 
out from the computer case after the sliding panel is switched from the position shown in Fig. 5 A 
to the position shown Fig. 5D, and wherein the tray of the optical system is moved into the 
computer case before the sliding panel is switched from the position shown in Fig. 5D to the 
position shown in 5 A, respectively, it is notoriously old and well known in the art of computer 
systems to move the tray as recited in the claim. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to move a tray, inherently disclosed in the 
input/output device of Ito, in and out of the computer case based on the position of the sliding 
panel, since moving the tray in and out after the panel is displaced from the closed position to an 
open position is required to access the CD-ROM or similar type of device. 

Referring to claim 12, Ito discloses the computer case as claimed, fiirther comprising a 
sensing device (40) for monitoring a position of the tray so as to prevent jamming while the tray 
is moving. See col. 6, lines 10-18. 

Referring to claim 13, Ito discloses the computer case as claimed, including fiirther 
comprising a control mechanism (38b) for controlling movements of the sliding panel (12) and 
the tray (not shown) of the optical system (see col. 6, lines 5-9), and to move the tray, inherently 
disclosed in the input/output device of Ito, in and out of the computer case based on the position 
of the sliding panel. 

Referring to claim 14, Ito discloses the computer case as claimed, wherein the sliding 
mechanism linking the sliding panel (12) with the computer case (1 1) comprises a sliding groove 
(12b) and a sliding element (41/43), such that the sliding element (41/43) is inserted into the 
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sliding groove (12b), wherein the sliding groove (12b) is formed on the computer case (1 1) and 
the sliding element (41/43) is attached to the sliding panel (12). See Fig. 5A, col, 10, lines 1-5. t 

Referring to claim 15, as mention above, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to form a sliding groove on the sliding panel 
and to attach the sliding element to the computer case of Ito, since providing the sliding groove 
on the panel would allow for easy maintenance of the groove without having to remove it from 
the computer case. 

Referring to claim 16, Ito discloses the computer case as claimed, wherein the driving 
device (14) comprises an electric motor (29) with a gear wheel (22) that meshes with a rack (17) 
with gear teeth (17b) lining a surface of the rack, wherein the electric motor (29) is attached to 
the computer case (11) and the rack (17) is attached to the sliding panel (2), i.e., via shaft 26. 

Referring to claim 1 7, as mention above, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to attach electric motor to the sliding panel and 
attach the rack to the computer case. 

Claims 6-8 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ito 
as applied to claim 1 and 13 above, and fiirther in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,227,518 to Sun. 
Referring to claims 6 and 1 8, Ito discloses the computer as claimed, except for the back of the 
sliding panel having arc-shaped body such that the sliding panel slides along a circular arc 
relative to the computer case. Sun discloses a pivot base for a computer monitor (5), the monitor 
having a back sliding part or panel (23) that is arc-shaped body, such that the sliding panel slides 
along a circular arc (see Figs. 4-6). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the back of the sliding panel of Ito to include an 
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arc-shaped portion, as taught by Sun, since the device of Sun would provide a smaller footprint 
for the panel of Ito, when the panel is in the open position for accessing the input/output devices 
oflto. 

Referring to claims 7 and 19, Ito in view of Sun disclose the computer case structure as 
claimed, further comprising a liquid crystal module (4) mounted on the sliding panel (12) for 
showing current operating states of the optical system or multimedia states playing by the host 
computer. See Fig. 6 and the corresponding specification oflto. 

Referring to claims 8 and 20, Ito in view of Sun discloses the computer case structure as 
claimed, except for the LCD module comprising a touch-sensitive LCD. Official Notice is taken 
that it is well known in the art of computer LCD screens to utilize touch-sensitive panels as a 
means for operating the computer. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to further modify the LCD module of Ito to include a touch- 
sensitive panel, since this type of panel would allow users to operate the computer system oflto, 
as modified, without the use of additional dials or push buttons. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: U.S. Patent No. 6,654,235 to Imsand discloses a portable workstation with rotatable 
LCD panel and U.S. Patent No. 4,657,316 to Hardt et al. disclose a viewing screen with a 
swiveling screen housing. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anthony Q. Edwards whose telephone number is 571-272-2042. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30-3:00) First Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn D. Feild can be reached on 571-272-2800. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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